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✸ Heuristics – tweak user input to 

available data 
✸ Select up to 5 datasets with 

max Nvis, close pointing centre
✸ SPLIT applying calibn, with/out 

chan. averaging (f.o.v.)
✸ Apply fixes e.g. for 'L' only data
✸ Reweight, set beam/pixel size
✸ Run IMAGR incl. field centre
✸ Run SUBIM if necessary
✸ Save image to disc/web area
✸ Write SIAP VOTable
✸ Takes 10 - >60 mins – CEA 

doesn't care!

What What 

MERLINImager MERLINImager 

does OK...does OK...



Current ProblemsCurrent Problems
✸ Very high resolution > sparse sky coverage

✺ At present only a separate web site lists positions
✺ Observing log in Vizier (but out of date)
✺ Need to link MERLIN database to DSA
✺ Need to describe coverage suitably

✸ Validate use input - OK!
✺ But error messages inside VOTable

✸ Make sure 'completed' message not premature
✸ AIPS limitations:

✺ Lock file to prevent clashes on same data set - flaky
✺ Only 6 AIPS processes at a time
✺ Queuing system – but it doesn't work yet

✸ Need to convert cal stages POPS to parselTongue



FutureFuture
✸ Other data products

✺ Polarization icubes'
✺ Visibilities

✪ Time variability e.g. X-ray Binaries
✸ Automate flagging
✸ Other frequencies (but more judgement needed)
✸ Spectral line data

✺ Broad channels – easy up to stage of finding the line
✪ Possible using python to examine target bandpass data?

✺ Narrow-band – need to choose good data for  offset
✺ Can now visualise datacubes in Aladin
✺ Extract spectra, moments, other products

✸ Combine with VLA or EVN data
✺ We all speak python now!
✺ Federate NVSS-FIRST (user demand!)


